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FLAG POND, Tenn. —
Authorities are on the look-
out for a Grinch who stole
the tops off more than two
dozen Christmas trees from
Danny Tipton’s farm.

The thief or thieves raid-
ed the farm in eastern
Tennessee sometime bet-
ween Nov. 24 and last week
and cut the top off the Fraser
firs that were 10 to 12 feet
tall.

“It’s like the Grinch steal-
ing Christmas trees,” Sheriff
Kent Harris said.

Tipton grows the taller
trees for use in businesses,
churches and homes with
high ceilings and they usual-
ly sell for about $100 each.

The culprit sawed the top
six feet off about 28 trees
and hauled them off the
property, probably to sell off
for use in smaller homes.
Tipton estimates they would
get about $15 to $20 each.

“It’s a very low person
who commits such a crime as
this at Christmastime,”
Sheriff ’s Maj. Ronnie Adkins
said.

Tipton still has about
6,000 trees growing on his
farm near the North
Carolina border, but they are
in various stages of maturi-
ty.

The pilfered firs were
ready for sale when they
were taken sometime last
week.

“I had gone to harvest the
trees,” Tipton said.

“That’s when I noticed
there had been somebody in
there cutting them. (It was)
sort of disbelief. I couldn’t
believe anybody would go to
the extremes they went to
get them.”

We all know how frus-
trating it can be to
lose something we

just shouldn’t lose, or perhaps
know we haven’t actually lost
it, but have forgotten where
we put it!

My advice to you is to be
especially careful when you
go out walking in the country-
side, as you never know what
you might find when you are
out there — or what you
might end up losing.

At least that is the general
version of events that Anita
and Joy, our friend from
England who was in town on
a visit, gave me last
Saturday!

The pair of them had
decided to go for a walk along
the country lanes near where
we are staying in Reva, and
thought it would be appropri-
ate to take the dogs — Bailey
and Riley — along with them.

So our two English ‘coun-
try gals’ headed out on the
road to nowhere with a couple
of old Labradors in tow, and I
expected to see them back in
about an hour.

Now, I should advise point
out that Riley is the older,
more sensible dog of the two,
while Bailey is, as we say in
today’s politically correct
world, somewhat “intellectu-
ally challenged.”

Bailey’s sense of direction
is generally scent- rather
than vision-oriented, which,
coupled with an uncanny
ability to tune out sounds he
doesn’t want to hear (such as
his owners call), makes him a
prime candidate for wander-
ing off.

Riley, on the other hand, is
a good boy and stays close at
hand, always within a call or
a whistle’s distance, although
that might be due in part to
the fact that he suffers a little
from arthritis in his hips!

Despite my warning them,
the girls took the dogs with
them on the walk with no con-
straint mechanism. Bailey
was free to roam wherever his
fancy chose to take him and
as, is his wont, he strolled off
out of sight.

Suffice it to say it was a
couple of hours before the
girls finally returned and con-
fessed that Bailey had done a
runner, and a further couple
of hours were spent searching
the area for him.

I remembered that some
hunters had recently left a
deer carcass on the side of the
road (why do they do that?)
and had visions of Bailey
helping himself to a large por-
tion of rancid venison that he
would no doubt “barf up” later
that evening.

Luckily, my “reccy” of the
unfortunate deer’s final rest-
ing place showed no signs of
an dog, so the hunt continued.

We searced the fields and
woods around the house, and
just as darkness was begin-
ning to descend, there came
the unmistakeable sound of

jingling dog tags from the
woods at the edge of the pas-
ture.

Eventually, out popped
this little black dog licking his
lips and bounding along as if
it were all just a game —
which to him it probably was!

The next day the girls
decided to go for another walk
in the area, but wisely decid-
ed not to take the dogs with
them. On their return, I was
advised that I should check
the back of our trailer — the
gardener had just been to the
house with heavy mowing
equipment, so I feared the

worst and went to survey
what I thought might be some
nasty damage.

As it turned out, there was
no damage to the trailer at
all, but when I opened the
door to the horse section, out
popped this bouncy little
puppy! The little devil had fol-
lowed the girls all the way
back home and had decided
life was none too bad living in
a trailer.

It seemed like a fait accom-
plis to me, but Joy insisted
that fate had decided the
puppy, which they had
already christened “Ginny”
(short for Virginia!), should be
with us. Anita had fed and
watered her and made a bed
among the hay bales, and
there was already talk of
needing to buy a collar, leash,
bowls, food and flea treat-
ment, which, of course, we did
the next morning!

I’ll admit she was cute and
did seem pretty well trained
for just 4 months old or so.

Despite Joy’s insistence
that we should keep Ginny,
we decided we should take

her to the Culpeper Animal
Shelter and see if anyone had
reported her missing.

After all, it wouldn’t be fair
if she belonged to a young
child somewhere who was
now distraught at having lost
his/her favourite puppy.

The ease with which the
ladies at the Animal Shelter
took Ginny from us was
impressive, but just a little
upsetting too — I don’t know
what we were expecting real-
ly, but we came away sad-
dened to have lost our new lit-
tle friend.

Apparently, the law states
that any stray animal admit-
ted to the shelter has to be
kept for seven days before
adoption! We decided if no-
one claims her by the end of
the week, we will go back and
welcome her to our humble
home (assuming, of course,
they’ll let us), and then we’ll
know if fate really was play-
ing it’s hand that day! 

David Snogles can be
reached at david_hasbury@
yahoo.com.
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829-WINE

WINE & DESSERTS
Join us for a special tasting 

Fri., Dec. 7, 5-8 PM
Taster’s Delight Desserts

plus special Dessert Wines.
www.culpeperwines.com

219 E. Davis St. Culpeper

Culpeper County Volunteer Fire Department

BINGOBINGO
WEDNESDAYS

Doors open 5 pm
Early Games start at 6:30 pm

Regular games 7 pm
Non-Smoking

AT THE FIREHOUSE
151 W. Davis St., Culpeper

Did You Know ....

Clarke Hardware 

Celebrating over 100 Years of Service in Culpeper and the surrounding area!

201 E. Davis Street - Culpeper    825-9178
Open 7:30 am-5:30 pm Mon.-Sat. www.clarkehardware.com

has Electric and Kerosene
Heaters?

Annie Mae’s
~Largest selection

of FLAGS
in the area~

540-937-3094

anniemaes@rcn.com

Start now and make 2008 your best year yet. In 
just 30 minutes, you’ll get a total body workout 
with our total support and proven results.

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment. New members only. 

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 12/22/07. ©2007 Curves International
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540-825-3799
610 S Main St (Asher & Main St’s)

Culpeper, VA 22701

curves.com

(540)825-1815
2002 Orange Road,
Suite 203, Culpeper

Full service salon - Digital Style Imaging - Schwarzkopf Color Specialists
Featuring Scruples, Bonacure, and OPI Products.

Christmas Open House!!
December 8th, 9 am- 1 pm

Celebrate the holidays with us! 
Join us for refreshments and enter for our 

prize giveaways. Everyone will receive
a coupon for 20% off any 
service of their choice.

(540)829-0000
www.permatreat.com              Free Inspection

SERVING CULPEPER COUNTY RESIDENTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS!
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One dog lost, another one found

It looks like fertilizer has
moved into uncharted
territory as world sup-

ply-and-demand factors
drive prices to unheard of
levels and daily changes are
seen by suppliers.

Extension Agronomists
Mark Alley and Wade
Thomason say factors driv-
ing the situation are clearly
linked to increases in 2007
corn acres, which could be up
as much as 17 percent, and
the unexpected drop in
world wheat supply.

With a 30-year low in
wheat hanging over the mar-
ket, prices have responded
upward and farmers have
followed suit by planting
more wheat.

They say it was expected
that once 2007 corn planting
and fertilizing was complete,
fertilizer demand would
relax, but this did not hap-
pen with the wheat situa-
tion.

Swelling wheat prices
and farmers increasing their
orders for nutrients needed
to grow a larger crop of
wheat.

The interesting fact is the
price of one crop impacts the
price of another. If one grain
rises, the others can be
pulled up along the way.

Historically, corn and soy-
beans have had this rela-
tionship, which continues,
but this year’s big player
seems to be the starch crops
— wheat, corn and barley
that feed people and ani-
mals, but can be used in
making ethanol, primarily
using corn. The market has
become one big boiling pot of
grain prices.

Alley and Thomason say
this increased demand for
fertilizer is not limited to the
U.S. but is also found in most
world regions with leading

countries besides the U.S.,
including Brazil, China and
India.

They say there could be a
shortage of potash, a major
ingredient in all crop produc-
tion scenarios that can be
yield limiting when defi-
cient. A shortage boils down
to world demand exceeding
world production capacity.
We do not have an abun-
dance of potash producing
capacity.

Dealing with these fertil-
izer prices requires growers
to adopt an efficiency strate-
gy that employs these basic
principles:

purchase only what you
need.

maintain soil pH to
maximize availability of nut-
rients.

band nutrients at
planting to increase efficien-
cy.

split apply nitrogen for
improved efficiency.

knife in nitrogen in
corn to increase efficiency.

Soil samples to farmers
are free — use them to set
needs.

meet with suppliers
early to establish needs, sup-
ply and cost.

Carl Stafford is Culpeper
County Extension Agent,
Animal Science. He can be
reached at ccstaffo@vt.edu.

Dealing with
fertilizer prices

CARL STAFFORD

Christmas tree farm finds
tops cut off of large firs

DAVID AND ANITA
HASBURY-SNOGLES
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Ginny is a puppy that found its way into the Snogles’ trailer. Though they were tempted
to keep it, they thought someone might be looking for it and decided to take it to the
Culpeper Animal Shelter. They plan to adopt it if no one claims it in the next week.
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CASHMERE, Wash. —
Washington state’s wine
grape crop, second only to
California’s crop nationwide,
was a record 127,150 tons this
year, an industry group
reported.

Favorable weather and an
increase in plantings brought

a 5.5 percent increase in the
harvest of cabernet, merlot,
riesling and other varietals,
said Vicky Scharlau, execu-
tive director of the Wash-
ington Association of Wine
Grape Growers.

“Mother Nature smiled on
Washington state once again
this year and provided an ideal
climate for grapes,” Scharlau

said. “She provided us with a
fast start, a slow middle and a
long finish to produce a vin-
tage to remember.”

The quality of the grapes
also was strong, growers said.

“The grapes got as ripe as
we wanted and the color was
really good for the reds. The
wines are going to be really
good,” said Scott Williams,

winemaker at Kiona
Vineyards & Winery on Red
Mountain near Benton City.

Final reports on new
plantings from the state
Department of Agriculture
won’t be available until next
year, but the area devoted to
premium wine grapes has
grown about 11,000 acres in
1993 to 31,000 last year.

Washington has record-setting wine grape crop


