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Dr. Esmaeil Fallahi holds Red
Globe table grapes, one of
the many varieites produced
at his Idaho research lab.

IN BRIEF

Idaho lab produces
‘alternative fruits’

PARMA, Idaho — If
Esmaeil Fallahi has his way,
the home of the world-famous
Russet potato may soon also
welcome persimmons, pista-
chios, pawpaws, quinces and
mulberries.

Fallahi, a University of
Idaho professor, has been the
state’s fruit guru for almost
20 years, working on every-
thing from improving apple
irrigation to finding the best
way to thin a plum tree.

Now, Fallahi wants to give
the agriculture industry a lit-
tle more flash in a state best
known for its pedestrian pota-
toes, onions and sugar beets.

Fallahi’s lab is researching
“alternative fruits” — those
that traditionally haven’t
been grown in a region — that
might have potential in
Idaho.

They could be as simple as
a Fuji apple, where the tradi-
tional crop might be red deli-
cious, or as exotic as a jujubi,
a medicinal plant that grows
in India, Pakistan and
Fallahi’s native Iran.

“There is a huge urge for
new things, for trying new
tastes — a curiosity and urge
for something different,” said
Fallahi, who is hoping these
fruits can grow into big bucks
for Idaho farmers.
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FARM & GARDEN

Locust Hill, located in Madison County, is one of the homes that will be featured on “Country Lanes and Gravel Paths,”
the annual garden tour sponsored by Dolley Madison Garden Club of Orange. The tour will feature three 18th-century
homes and one contemporary Italian style house in Culpeper and Madison counties. It will be held on April 21 from
10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. Advance tickets are $20 and can be purchased at at many shops in Culpeper, Orange and Madison

counties or online at vagardenweek.org. Day of tour tickets are $25.
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Marylanders may soon drink ‘raw milk’

A bill before lawmakers would legalize
sale of unpasteurized dairy products
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WESTMINSTER, Md. —
It may look just like milk at
the grocery store, but dairy
farmer Donald Dell says his
product is superior.

It hasn’t been pasteur-
ized.

As a growing number of
people seek so-called “raw
milk,” Maryland legislators
are considering a law allow-

ing the state’s embattled
dairy farmers to sell milk
straight from the cow to
niche customers.

“The milk you buy at the
store is hardly milk,” said
Dell’s grandson, Gary Dell,
who oversees operations at
the  family’s  470-acre
Cranberry Meadows dairy
farm just outside
Westminster. “It’s been beat
up, burned up, torn up and

mixed back up again.”

Gary Dell told The
(Baltimore) Sun he'd be
happy to sell raw milk, even
though pasteurization can
prevent some bacteria from
reaching consumers.

The change is needed,
Gary Dell said, for a dairy
industry in sharp decline.

The industry “can’t get
any worse than it already is
today,” he told the newspa-
per.

Not everyone thinks that
allowing raw milk sales is a
great idea. Earlier this
month two people in

Pennsylvania were sickened
from drinking raw milk,
leading to a warning from
that state’s health depart-
ment.

Twenty-eight states allow
raw milk sales, The Sun
reported. Some others,
including Virginia, allow
multiple owners to buy a cow
and share its milk.

Despite an apparent mar-
ket for old-time milk, the
Maryland Farm Bureau and
the state Health
Department opposes the
legalization of raw milk

sales.
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Rural
counties
could see
more help
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WASHINGTON —
Payments to rural counties
hurt by cutbacks in federal
logging would continue for
five more years under a deal
announced Tuesday by
Senate Democrats.

The deal, announced by
Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid and others, would
authorize about $2.8 billion to
extend the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act through
2011.

Another $1.9 billion would
be directed to rural states
through a plan to fully fund
the Payments in Lieu of Taxes
program, which reimburses
state and local governments
for federally owned property.

“This Democratic package
represents a renewed federal
commitment to the people of
Oregon, the rural West and
the nation,” Reid said.

“With Senator Reid’s lead-
ership we have crafted a
lifeboat to keep rural commu-
nities afloat,” added Sen. Ron
Wyden, D-Ore. “This proposal
will mean more than $1 bil-
lion (over five years) for
Oregon schools, public safety,
roads and other essential
county services. It couldn’t
come at a more critical time.”

Details were still being
worked out, but lawmakers
said the plan would allocate
$526 million in emergency
spending to extend the law for
one year.

The so-called county pay-
ments program helps pay for
schools, roads and public safe-
ty in 700 rural counties in 39
states, with most of the
money going to the West.

‘Max’ the horse gets a case of colic, but is once again on all fours
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David Snogles and his wife Anita are traveling around the
country on horseback to raise money for charity. David's
horse ‘Max’ fell ill recently, but is now on the mend.

It’s funny how things can
change in as little as 24
hours, isn’t it? There I was
getting ready for this week’s
column to tell you all about
our trip down from Ohio,
through eastern Tennessee
en route to Allendale, South
Carolina.

We were meeting up with
the Team from ‘Best of
America by Horseback’ to go
on our first “official” trail
ride of our grand American
tour.

We did it okay, along with
about 150 other riders down
there in the deep south, and
our horses did us proud, con-
sidering we were pretty
much new to each other.

So I was hoping to tell you
all about the great time we
had, the great people we met
and the wonderful cama-
raderie that you find when-
ever horse people get togeth-
er.

People have travelled hun-
dreds of miles with their
horses to come and ride with
the Best of America team,
and to be able to say that
they were part of the whole
adventure.

Indeed, many of the folks
we met said they wouldn’t
miss it for the world, and
would no doubt meet us
again on some of the other
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rides around the country.

Everybody has a great
time on these “shin-digs”, no
matter what the weather —
and we had it all: torrential
rain, freezing nights and
mornings, and glorious hot,
sunny days in which we rode,
trained our horses, and just
plain-old chilled out chewin’
the cud with other like-mind-
ed folks..

But what was a great
time, so very nearly turned
out to be a tragedy for me
and when I talk about people
rallying around to help one
another, I know how true
that statement is.

I was getting ready for
bed Saturday around mid-
night when a knock came on
the door of the trailer and a
couple of ladies asked if I
owned a young grey horse
that wasn’t looking too good.
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Randy’s Flowers, Ltd.

211 West Evans St. - Culpeper, VA
540-825-4440 www.randysflowers.com 800-625-4440

CARING FOR YOUR SMALL ANIMAL COMPANIONS

During the month of March: 10% Off All Tick & Flea
Products & Heartworm Prevention Medications!
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I rushed out of the trailer
to the corral and saw what
every horse owner dreads —
there was my horse ‘Max’
laying completely flat on the
ground, barely moving and
clearly in some pain. It
looked like a case of colic — a
condition of the digestive sys-
tem that horses are prone to
get at any time (often with-
out really knowing why), and
which can prove fatal.

Anita and I had to get
Max up onto his feet and get
him walking around, keeping
him moving in the hope that
it would somehow help to
relieve the pain and some of
the condition itself.

It is a very distressing
activity to undertake at 2:00
in the morning when your
horse keeps stumbling
around and looks as if any
second he would collapse into
a lifeless heap on the ground.

Many of the people from
our group and nearby trail-
ers came to see if they could
help.

Someone ran off to see if
they could find a vet and, as
luck would have it, there was
Tim, a skilled practitioner in
our neighbouring trailer.

Having been walking Max
around for the best part of a
couple of hours, Tim gave
him an injection to relieve
any pain and, after a few
minutes, we saw Max take
his first tentative nibble of
some grass ... he was going
to be OK, although we would
need to keep a careful eye on
him over the next few days!

It’s turned out to be a
great trip after all!

Until next week, then,
when we will be in North
Carolina ...Ride the Dream.

David and Anita Hasbury-
Snogles are British residents
riding across the United
States on horseback to raise
money for charity. Visit
HorseQuestUSA.org for more
information. David can be
reached at david_hasbury@
yahoo.com
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Form an LLC for Your Business
Dan G. Hazel, CPA 825-2771

Culpeper County Volunteer Fire Department
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arly Games start at 6:30 pm
Regular games 7 pm
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with a friend

or

50% OFF
for yourself’
540-825-3799

610 S Main St (Asher & Main St's)
Culpeper, VA 22701

Join Curves with a friend and succeed together on our a‘we(j

30-minute strength-training and cardio circuit. All
with the total support of our knowledgeable trainers. Amaze yourself.

Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. ¢.d. program. New members only. Not
curves.com valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. ©2007 Curves International

has Cabbage, Cauliflower,
Broccoli & Pansies?

Celebrating over 100 Years of Service in Culpeper and the surrounding area!

201 E. Davis Street - Culpeper 825-9178

Open 7:30 am-5:30 pm Mon.-Sat. ~ www.clarkehardware.com

ALL FOREIGN & DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIR
Volvo and Mercedes Maintenance & Service
Serving Our Community Since 1989
We Built Our Business On Repeat Customers
“We Do It Right The First Time”

905 Terrace St., Culpeper ......... 540-825-8369
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