
Afew weeks ago, we
decided to head back
out from Virginia to

Ohio to join our friends from
the Best of America by
Horseback TV show on their
Grand Tour  event at Smoke
Rise Ranch, Glouster
(smokeriseranch.com), a
working cattle ranch that
caters to those “dudes” and
happy campers amongst us.

We had debated about
whether it was really worth-
while traveling all that way
for another few days at a
Grand Tour Ride, and it
turned out to be raining
most of the time we were
there, but we had been on
the road for almost six
months and hadn't seen the
guys from the Best of
America in all that time.
This was probably going to
be our last opportunity of
the year to get together with
everyone, so we really could-
n't afford to miss it.

In the end, we were glad
we decided to go, not just to
catch up with old friends,
but, as often happens on
these rides, we met some
other wonderful people who
have now become our friends
too. Joyce and Terry Moyer
were two of the most amaz-
ing characters in their own
right, and were full of inter-
esting, funny stories about
their farm, their families,
horses, friends and just life
in general. They are great
lovers of the Tennessee
Walking horse and raise
many of them at their ranch
a couple of hours further
upstate.

They were giving an exhi-
bition of the breed to all who
were interested, and not only
did they show us each of the
seven horses they brought
with them, but we were also
allowed to try them out in
the arena. For those of you
unfamiliar with the breed,
the Tennessee Walking horse
is what is known as a “gait-
ed” horse, as opposed to
standard Western breeds
such as the “paint” and
“quarter” horses, whilst
English Riders generally use
lots of “warm blood” and
“Thoroughbred” horses, espe-
cially when competing!

As their proud owners
will always tell you, gaited
horses offer a much
smoother ride to those in the
saddle than the non-gaited
horse, and it is often said
that you can ride a gaited
horse with a glass of water
in your hand and not spill a
drop. I have actually seen it
done myself, although to a
degree, it does depend on the
horse and the rider as to
how smooth that ride actual-
ly is.

When Joyce allowed me
on one of her young horses
in the arena, I didn't find the
ride that much more com-
fortable (at the trot) than I
did riding Max. However,
when I was given the privi-
lege of riding Joyce's person-
al horse — the 17-year-old
“Electra” — I was just
amazed at the difference.

It's no wonder us middle-
aged folk learn to appreciate
the gaited horse, the older

we get!  No bone-jarring
bouncing up and down in the
saddle, and you'd be sur-
prised how fast you move on
one at the walk — your aver-
age non-gaited horse has to
trot just to keep up!
Anyway, gaited horses,
whether they be Tennessee
Walkers, Rocky Mountains,
American Saddlebreds, or
any one of another 40 or so
breeds are a rare find in the
U.K., although there are
plenty to choose from over
here. I should say that the
“art” of gaiting a horse is
more complex than first
envisaged — suffice to say
that there are five different
types of gait in a horse that
only the trained eye can
spot.

If you want to know more,
go take a look at this neat
Web site I found - thefabu-
lousfloatinghorses.com - for
more.

In addition to the fun
with the horses, we observed
several demos of new  inter-
esting products in the arena,
and one of those was the
amazing “one-hander” bit,
which is declared by its
inventor as the most
humane bit available today,
and proudly made in
America to boot! 

It is quite something to
realize that a lot of the prob-
lems with troublesome hors-
es can be put down to an ill-
fitting bit, and it isn't until
you see something like this

that you realize just how big
the problem is.

The proof of the pudding
is in the eating,” as we say in
England, so as Max had been
causing me a few problems
with head tossing and gener-
al naughtiness lately, I
thought I would try one out
on him.

I had ridden in my usual
bit the previous day, and
Max was just so “dodgy” that
half way round I had to call
it a day and head back to
camp - sometimes it is better
to be safe than sorry and live
to ride another day! 

Well, of course I was a lit-
tle skeptical of these bits
and expected little more
than a slight improvement
from the boy.

In all honesty, I found
Max to be 100 percent better
behaved than he had been
before in his old bit; he was

like a different horse - calm,
comfortable and just happy
to be walking and trotting
along the trail. You’re
advised not to expect mirac-
ulous results the first time
around, but this was way
above any of my expecta-
tions!  

As if to confirm my find-
ings, as I rode Max back to
the barn and returned the
demo bit to its owner, there
was another rider coming
back from her own ride, say-
ing exactly the same thing
as me — her horse had
shown a 100 percent
improvement in behavior on
the trail, and she wanted to
buy a bit there and then!  

So impressed were we
with these bits that we are
carrying them on the new
Best of America by
Horseback Web store; you'll
find a link to it on the Web

site — bestofamericaby-
horseback.com — go take a
look and buy something both
you and your horse will real-
ly appreciate!

David and Anita Hasbury-
Snogles are British residents
riding across the U.S. for
charity. David can be
reached at david_hasbury@
yahoo.com.
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SALE!

CULPEPER ANTIQUE 
& MARKETPLACE

137 S. Main Street, Culpeper, Virginia
540.825.5011

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sunday noon-5 p.m.

NOVEMBER 15–30
20% off JFE over $20 • 30% off JFE Furniture

Culpeper County Volunteer Fire Department

BINGOBINGO
WEDNESDAYS

Doors open 5 pm
Early Games start at 6:30 pm

Regular games 7 pm
Non-Smoking

AT THE FIREHOUSE
151 W. Davis St., Culpeper

Did You Know ....

Clarke Hardware 

Celebrating over 100 Years of Service in Culpeper and the surrounding area!

201 E. Davis Street - Culpeper    825-9178
Open 7:30 am-5:30 pm Mon.-Sat. www.clarkehardware.com

has Heavy Duty
Walnut Crackers?

Start now and make 2008 your best year yet. In 
just 30 minutes, you’ll get a total body workout 
with our total support and proven results.

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment. New members only. 

Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 12/22/07. ©2007 Curves International
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SERVING CULPEPER COUNTY RESIDENTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS!
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IN BRIEF
Spilled poultry fat
causes traffic woes 

ACCOMAC — A waste
truck leaked poultry fat along
20 miles of roadway Tuesday,
causing at least four crashes
and making a stinky mess.

Virginia State Police said
the tanker truck hauling a
waste product of poultry
grease to Maryland from a
Perdue Farms plant had a
valve open and the liquid fat
leaked onto U.S. 13 from the
plant to the Maryland line.

Sgt. Joe Bunting said there
were at least four crashes and
several spinouts reported
around 6 a.m. on northbound
U.S. 13, the primary road on
the Eastern Shore. One per-
son injured in one of the
crashes was taken to a local
hospital, he said.

Virginia Department of
Transportation spokeswoman
Tia Freeman said crews
dumped 380 tons of sand — or
44 truckloads — over 20 miles
of the roadway. The work
stopped at dark, but crews
were expected to put down
abrasive and more sand
Tuesday morning to try to
absorb the remaining oil and
grease, Freeman said.

Julie DeYoung, a spokes-
woman for Perdue Farms,
said the company’s priority is
to clean up the spill.

She said Perdue hired a
contractor to coordinate the
effort with state transporta-
tion and environmental offi-
cials.

Man cuts off arm
after it got stuck

CAMDEN, S.C. — A man
whose hand got caught in a
corn harvester cut off his own
arm with a pocket knife after
the machine started a brush
fire.

“I just told myself, ‘I’m not
going to die here,” Sampson
Parker said recently on NBC’s
“Today Show.”

“I just kept fighting, kept
praying. And then when I did
get loose, I jumped up run-
ning, I had blood squirting
from my arm,” he said of the
September incident.

Parker, a construction
supervisor in Kershaw
County about 20 miles east of
Columbia, farms as a hobby.
When he tried to remove a
cornstalk stuck in the rusty
harvester, his hand became
stuck.

“I went up with my hand,
and the roller that takes the
shucks off the corn had
grabbed the glove and pulled
my hand into the rollers,” he
told WIS-TV in Columbia.

Parker called for help, but
no one was around.

After about 90 minutes, his
hand went numb.

He jammed a rod into the
machine and started cutting
away his fingers, but the rod
and machine sparked a fire.
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Cleanup work goes on
Tuesday at the  New Church
truck scales after a waste
truck leaked poultry fat.

DAVID AND ANITA
HASBURY-SNOGLES

Back on the road, riders find amazing bit
David and Anita
join friends from
television show
at tour event

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

David and Anita set out from a rest in Virginia to join their friends at “The Best of America By Horseback” for their grand
tour event in Ohio. A group of the event’s participants are seen setting out for a ride in the above photo.

A young rider is seen at the Grand Tour event in Ohio. While at a demo there, David was
introduced to a “one-hander” bit, which he says improved Max’s behavior 100 percent.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS


