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South
Dakota
wine
industry
thrives

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

VOLGA, S.D. — Jim and
Nancy Schade opened their
winery, Schade Vineyard,
with the goal of bringing a
touch of Napa Valley to the
South Dakota prairie.

Schade was the third vine-
yard set up in the state after
the Legislature passed a 1996
law allowing farm wineries.

South Dakota’s burgeoning
industry is now a dozen
wineries strong, and produced
39,785 gallons in 2006.

Visitors to Schade Vine-
yard can tour the property,
take in some Midwest hospi-
tality and sample an array of
potent potables made from
locally grown grapes, rhu-
barb, plums, buffaloberries
and chokecherries.

“I think the rhubarb wine
is most unique to South
Dakota,” Nancy Schade said.

The Schades, who bottled
their first batch in 2000, pro-
duced 3,000 cases last year
using several varieties of
grapes grown on their 2-acre
vineyard and grapes and
other fruits bought from a
dozen or so area growers.

“All of our grapes and fruit
are grown within 200 miles of
our vineyard,” Nancy Schade
said.

While vineyards in Calif-
ornia and Oregon have had
more than a century to per-
fect growing their grape
types, varieties hardy enough
to survive South Dakota win-
ters are the result of recent
breeding, said Rhoda
Burrows, a Cooperative Ext-
ension horticultural specialist
at South Dakota State Univ-
ersity.

“Instead of having hun-
dreds of years of experience in
knowing how to grow this
vine, we may have 10 years or
five years,” she said. “So we're
still learning about the culti-
vars themselves and how best
to grow them.”

South Dakota’s industry is
mostly a niche market, but
wines produced by the state’s
two largest wineries —
Prairie Berry Winery in Hill
City and Valiant Vineyards in
Vermillion — have been com-
petitive internationally, Bur-
rows said.

In a state more famous for
corn and soybeans, about 70
acres of grapes are growing,
but that number could soon
increase.

Nearly 140 people showed
up for beginning grape-grow-
ing workshops offered this
spring, Burrows said.

South Dakota wineries can
sell their products at the vine-
yards and through retailers,
but they may not ship bottles
within the state.

They may ship to most sur-
rounding areas, but the laws
and licensing fees vary state-
to-state.

The Schades have opted to
bottle and label by hand
rather than investing imme-
diately in high-priced equip-
ment.

It’s important to keep costs
down, because rural Mid-
westerners are not accus-
tomed to paying the same
prices customers pay in Napa
Valley, they said.

“We have to be very aware
of that,” Nancy Schade said.
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Farmington Elementary School students display certificates they received for their participation in a Virginia Cooperative Extension enrichment program
that included several hands-on activities to introduce them to plants. For their final project, the students planted red, white and blue flowers in front of
the school in recognition of the 400th anniversary of the settlement of Jamestown.

HorseQuester back in the saddle in the Wolverine State

his week, we visited
what I can only
describe as the

horse lovers idea of Heaven.

We have been in Michigan
visiting with the
International League for the
Protection of Horses (ILPH)
chapter in Lansing and have
had a wonderful time despite
the rain with our hosts
Larry and Marika Heuer,
trail riding in a couple of the
state parks — Ionia and
Sleepy Hollow.

Yes, I am finally back in
the saddle again.

We have seen first hand
the good work that Larry
and Marika are doing to try
and raise awareness of the
ILPH-MI and to help aid,
rehabilitate and rehouse
neglected horses in the same
way that the parent charity
the ILPH itself does.

If you get the chance,
please go on to our Web site
— horsequestusa.org — to
read more about them and, if
you can, please give a little
to their cause — they are
doing good work under diffi-
cult circumstances to help
make the lives of some hors-
es a lot better.

However, I have to tell
you about this place
Mackinac Island, which
Larry and Marika insisted
we should go and see.

We left our horses Max
and Roo with them for a cou-
ple of days and headed some
300 miles north — much fur-
ther and we would have
ended up in Canada.

What makes Mackinac
Island so amazing in this
high-tech world of ours is
that motorized vehicles
(other than golf carts on the
golf course) are not allowed

DAVID AND ANITA
HASBURY-SNOGLES

Michigan

on the island — horses are
OK.

We stopped overnight in
St. Ignes and took the short
ferry crossing to the island
first thing in the morning.

It was a really amazing
sensation, walking down the
High Street and seeing all
the horse-drawn vehicles,
and people on bicycles,
including the taxi rank.

Anita and I felt like we
had stepped back in time
about 100 years or more and
were witnessing rush hour
as it used to be.

It was great, so much
nicer than the noise and
smell of the exhaust fumes
from the modern automobile,
and we saw many a horse
drawn cart delivering goods
to the many businesses and
hotels on the island.

And while we are on the
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The taxi rank is lined up on Mackinac Island, Mich. Motorized vehicles are not allowed on
the island, which lies between Michigan’s upper and lower peninsulas at the west end of

Lake Huron.

subject of pollution, there
were quite a few workers
discretely mopping up the
horses own “residue,” ensur-
ing that the street remained
clean and tidy as always, so
no issues there.

It’s possible to rent horses
to ride around the island.
And, of course, there seemed
to be countless bicycles.

We decided it would be
more interesting to try a
self-drive buggy. For the
uninitiated, “driving” is the
term used for riding in a
horse and cart, or buggy, so
the majority of people ride
horses and the rest of us
(usually slightly older citi-
zens) “drive.”

Driving can be with a sin-
gle horse or with a team of
two, four or even eight hors-
es — when someone talks
about “four-in-hand,” they
are talking about driving
with a team of four horses.

We were only using a sin-
gle horse (Charlie was his
name) and a 4-seater buggy
which had as the song goes
“(a surrey) with the fringe on
top.”

Anita did the actual driv-
ing and I filmed what I could
of the adventure — a great
time was had by all, includ-
ing Charlie himself.

If you visit Michigan, a
trip to Mackinac Island is
well worth the extra time

Drought damaging Georgia crops; jacking up costs
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OMEGA, Ga. — The sky
above Randy Scarbor’s south
Georgia cantaloupe fields
was overcast, but the clouds
were from massive wildfires
to the east. No rain was fore-
cast for the last day in May, a
month that set records for

dry conditions in Georgia.
Across the main crop-pro-
ducing regions of Georgia,
the most severe drought in
decades — on the heels of the
early April frost — is damag-
ing crops and cutting even
deeper into farmers’ pockets
because of the high price of
fuel to operate irrigation sys-
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tems.

“This 1is critical,” said
Scarbor, who farms about 350
acres in southern Georgia.
“We’re going to suffer severe
damages, lose maybe half,
two-thirds of the crops.”

The ripe cantaloupes at
Scarbor’s farm are about half
the size they should be.

Tommy Irvin, the state’s
farming chief, estimated loss-
es are in the hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars for state farm-
ers, growers and cattlemen.

“We can’t get plows in the
ground because it’s so dry,”
Scarbor said.

Agriculture is a $50 billion
industry in Georgia.

and travel.

To be honest, you really
need more than a day to
make the most of it. We
never even got to take a look
around Fort Mackinac.

For any horse lovers, this
place definitely is the closest
you can get these days to
horse Heaven.

As Larry and Marika
said, it is not to be missed.

David and Anita Hasbury-
Snogles are British residents
riding across the United States
on horseback to raise money for
charity. Visit HorseQuestUSA
.org for more information.
David can be reached at
david_hasbury@ yahoo.com.

829-WINE
ceau du Reaux

219 E. Davis St. Culpeper
Anton Bauer Ros€ ‘06
Beautiful Wine from Zweigelt,

Syrah & Merlot
Super Summer Value
$9.99

www.culpeperwines.com

Did You Know ....

Clarke Hardware
Has
A/C Filters & Fans?

Celebrating over 100 Years of Service in Culpeper and the surrounding area!

201 E. Davis Street - Culpeper 825-9178

Open 7:30 am-5:30 pm Mon.-Sat. ~ www.clarkehardware.com

Elowers AY...

what words cannot

Randy’s Flowers, Ltd.

211 West Evans St. - Culpeper, VA
540-825-4440 www.randysflowers.com 800-625-4440

540-428-3400
256 Broadview Ave
Warrenton, VA 20186

540-825-3799
610'S Main St (Asher &
Main St's) Join Curves now and bring your daughter for three
months free. Work out together on our strength-training
and cardio circuit all with the total support of our trainers. a‘ ﬁ}e "
You'll get a total body workout in just 30 minutes. And real d
results fast. Now that’s quality Mother-Daughter time. Amaze yourself.”

Offer imum 12 mo. c.d.
curves.com ‘members only. Not valid with any other offer. Valid.

Culpeper County Volunteer Fire Department

BINGO

WEDNESDAYS
Doors open 5 pm
arly Games start at 6:30 pm
Regular games 7 pm
Non-Smoking

AT THE FIREHOUSE
151 W. Davis St., Culpeper

HOLDEN INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

Specializing in....
Auto e Home ° Farm ¢ Business

CARING FOR YOUR SMALL ANIMAL COMPANIONS
10% Off All Tick & Flea Products & Heartworm
Prevention Medications!
Meredith Vargas, DVM,
Cathy Kreyling, DVM ¢ John Bond, DVM

441 Aspen St. * Culpeper 540-829-9085
_(Rt. 522N, across from Found & Sons Funeral Home)
EA Open Mon.-Fri. 7:00-6:00 pm; Sat. 7:00-1:00 pm =

605 S. Main Street
Culpeper, VA 22701

Business (540) 825-8011

Toll Free (800) 272-1292
Fax (540) 825-4375 Deborah Thomas

Email  deborahthomas@theholdengroup.com Insurance Agent
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